Year 5 Autumn Term 1 Round-Up
What a fantastic and memorable term it has been in Year 5! We have been incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, resilience and determination shown by the children across all areas of the curriculum.
One of the highlights of the term was our visit to Carroty Wood, where the children embraced the challenges of outdoor adventure with great excitement. They thoroughly enjoyed activities such as orienteering and low ropes, developing teamwork, problem-solving skills and confidence, as well as having the opportunity to play our much-loved game of rounders which always continues to be a firm favourite, providing plenty of opportunities for healthy competition and teamwork.
In English, we have been captivated by our immersive text, The Journey of Shackleton. The children have loved exploring the remarkable story of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s Antarctic expedition and have produced a wonderful range of writing inspired by the text. Their work has included diary entries, narratives, postcards and extensive research, culminating in detailed and informative biographies of the great explorer himself. It has been fantastic to see the children develop both their creativity and their factual writing skills through such a rich and engaging topic.
In Mathematics, we have focused on securing the fundamental skills that underpin all future learning. We began by developing a deep understanding of place value before challenging ourselves with increasingly complex column addition and subtraction. The children have also practised a variety of mental strategies for comparing numbers and applying their understanding in different contexts. These skills have been brought together through multi-step problem solving, an area that continues to challenge and inspire us and one that we will continue to develop throughout Year 5.
[bookmark: _Int_qaHVAARy]Our Geography topic, Why is California So Thirsty? encouraged children to think critically about both human and physical geography. They investigated the impact of drought on California’s population and economy, as well as the environmental challenges it creates across the state. The unusually dry summer we experienced helped bring many of these discussions to life and enabled the children to make meaningful connections between their learning and the wider world.
In History, we travelled back in time to learn about the Anglo-Saxons. The children explored the arrival of the Angles, Jutes and Saxons, discovering how the kingdoms they established eventually became the foundations of modern England. We also studied the spread of Christianity throughout these kingdoms and learned about the significance of the Synod of Whitby, whose agreements influenced many aspects of religious practice, including how the date of Easter is determined.
Our other foundation subjects have provided equally exciting opportunities for learning. In Religious Education, we examined what it means if God is loving and holy, exploring the thought-provoking question, "Is God omnipotent?", considering a range of viewpoints and theological ideas. In PE, the children learned the rules, skills and strategies of cricket, developing both their sporting ability and understanding of teamwork. In Computing, they built upon their coding knowledge by learning new programming skills and became increasingly confident digital creators. They have also become near experts in producing professional and engaging PowerPoint presentations, demonstrating impressive creativity and technical expertise.
It has been a wonderful term filled with curiosity, challenge and achievement. We are incredibly proud of everything the children have accomplished and look forward to another exciting term of learning ahead. Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

