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What is phonics?

• Phonics is about teaching children the relationship between letters 
and sounds. Children begin to learn phonics in Reception and once 
children begin learning the sounds, they are used orally to identify 
and make words. They will then begin to learn the letters which make 
each of the sounds and use these to read and spell.

• At Bishop Chavasse, we use Read Write Inc to teach these sounds and 
letters.



How do we teach phonics?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_6Jb0-3qz8






What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• The PSC is a statutory national assessment that checks whether 
children have learned phonetic decoding to the age appropriate 
standard.

• As it is statutory, every Year 1 child nationally will take part during the 
same week.

• Week beginning Monday 9th June 2025.

• Expectation for Year 1 is to be at Yellow Level by the phonics 
screening check.



What happens during the check?

• The check contains 40 words, that the children 
are asked to read.

• Each child will sit 1:1 with an adult and read each 
word aloud to them.

• It should take approximately 10 mins, but the 
children can take as long as they need.

• Combination of 20 real words and 20 pseudo 
words.

• The check is designed to assess whether children 
are secure enough in their phonics to decode 
words.

Sample materials are available online to 
work through with your children. Search 
‘phonics screening past papers’.



• The check is divided into 2 sections. 



Other Information

• Results will be reported as part of their summer report with either a 
reached the standard or not reached the standard.

• We do not and will not know the required standard will be until all 
the results have been submitted. Since the Check began in 2012, the 
required standard has been 32 out of 40 words.

• If your child does not reach the required standard, they will re-take 
the test in Year 2 having had a support programme put in place to 
support with phonic decoding skills.

• As part of ongoing assessment, your child is practising past papers, so 
they are already being exposed to the style of test.



How can you help at home?

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUbrJPAt65g

• Read regularly. Support children with the segmenting and 
blending of words when they are stuck.

• Use sound mats (attached) to practise the sounds.

• Make flashcards (attached), use magnetic letters on your 
fridge, use paint/crayons/chalk as means of practising.

• Encourage children to read anything!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KUbrJPAt65g


How can you help at home?

• Practise reading and writing the tricky words – these will be 
sent home to you to practise.

• Make up words and ask your child to sound them out.

• Play Buried Treasure and Picnic on Pluto. (PhonicsPlay) – this 
can be searched through Google or follow the link below.

• Discuss the meaning of words if your child does not know 
what they have read.

• Using sound buttons at any given opportunity.



Sound buttons



Questions?
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